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 STAY SAFE EVERYONE! 

 

The editor notes ... 

Hello members.  

I hope you have not found the Covid 

quaran8ne period too arduous. I think 

we orchid hobbyists are very lucky. 

Being forced to stay at home and spend extra 

8me with our orchids is certainly no hardship. 

The real disadvantage is not being able to meet 

up with fellow orchid growers and compare 

notes on how our respec8ve charges are faring. 

We hope that ‘normal func8ons’ will resume 

soon but in the mean8me, please feel free to 

share your orchid successes , failures/problems 

with us via the newsle=er. I am happy to re-

ceive photos and items on all ma=ers orchida-

ceous. Should you have an orchid/s to sell just 

make sure it is strong and healthy and send me 

a photo along with the price and your contact 

details.  It does not need to be in flower.  

THE SHOALHAVEN ORCHID SOCIETY MEETS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH- at 7.00 PM IN THE BOMADERRY 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, 17-19 BIRRILEY STREET, BOMADERRY. 
The Shoalhaven Orchid Society disclaims any liability for losses which may be a=ributed to the use of any of the material men8oned in this newsle=er. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic our June 

General Mee8ng has been cancelled. Your 

July newsle:er will advise whether we are 

resuming mee8ngs in July. 

When mee8ngs resume we will be mee8ng 

at our 

NEW VENUE:  

Bomaderry Community Centre 

17-19 Birriley Street,  

Bomaderry. 

BREAKING NEWS 
 

The society has a wonderful 

new website  - one that is 

a:rac8ve, useful and easy to 

navigate.  Feel free to share 

it with your orchid friends 

from other socie8es. 

Please check it out and let us 

know what you think. 
www.shoalhavenorchidsociety.org.au 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                                       

Hello Members, 

Well, another month has gone by and 

s8ll we are not having any mee8ngs.  

 

Thank you to all our members who have emailed 

pictures of their flowering orchids for our virtual 

benching in the May Newsle=er. What a lovely 

variety. Val, the coloured flares of yellow and red 

in your Ca=leya are beau8ful and Sandra, your 

Laelia (was schomburgkia) superbiens has flow-

ered well (I wonder how you would have fi=ed it 

into your li=le car for a mee8ng with the stem be-

ing 2 metres long)? As always quality flowers from 

Brian and Lynne. Yvonne, your Stanhopea wardii 

flowered well. It never ceases to surprise me the 

colour range of stanhopea orchids. Please keep 

your photos coming! 
 

Members are con8nuing to enjoy our Facebook 

page, which is another venue to:  keep in touch, 

show your flowers, ask for advice or simply to ask - 

do you know the name of this orchid?  
 

I hope you have had a chance to look at our new 

Website. Finally, we have a website we can all be 

proud of. It’s full of informa8on about our Society 

and all set out in a compact format. Thank you 

Francoise for your efforts in geLng this together 

through a ‘friend of a friend’ – Barbara, who has 

done an excep8onal job. We look forward to wel-

coming Barbara to one of our mee8ngs in the fu-

ture, in order to express our gra8tude. Thank you 

also to Lynne Phelan and Alan Stephenson for sup-

plying informa8on and photos for their inclusion. 
 

Sorry to hear that member Bob Turnbull is s8ll un-

well. Take care Bob and we hope to see you when 

we can all meet once again.  

Keep well and warm regards, 

Louise 

Current	Life	Members		
Shoalhaven	Orchid	Society	

 

Mr Stuart  Crowther  -  1999 
Mr Alan  Stephenson  -  1999 

Mr Colin  Marstin  -  2007 
Mr John  Webb  - 2009 

Mrs Lynne  Phelan  -  2012 
Mr Allan  Taylor  -  2014 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  

about your Bishop’s discount card 

A new discount card will be issued when you 

renew your membership. Please bring your old 

card to the mee8ng to exchange for the new 

card. Treasurer Diane has the new cards. 

May Commi:ee Mee8ng Report 

Commi=ee held its second ‘socially distant 

mee8ng’ via emails. The main points were: 

• Commi=ee passed a vote of thanks to Fran-

coise Sikora for her work seLng up the Society 

Facebook page. It currently has 23 members 

and only members of our society are permi=ed 

to sign up. A decision will be made whether to 

go public aOer mee8ngs resume and the ma=er 

is put to members. 

• Commi=ee is very pleased to have the new so-

ciety website up and running and is very grate-

ful to Barbara Simmons for all her work and the 

8me taken to develop the site. Commi=ee 

looks forward to welcoming Barbara to a 

mee8ng and will decide on an appropriate giO. 

Alan Stephenson and Lynne Phelan were 

thanked for their input. 

• John Vagg was thanked for his previous work 

and he has taken down the old website. 

• The newsle=er Virtual Sales Table has been ex-

tended to non-flowering orchids. 

• A short finance report from the Treasurer will 

be included in the newsle=er. 

• The Bunnings $500 voucher (in lieu of barbe-

ques) has been converted into smaller vouchers 

for use as prizes at mee8ngs and shows or to 

purchase supplies for prizes. 

• Upda8ng the Cons8tu8on con8nues to be on 

the Commi=ee’s agenda. 

TREASURER”S REPORT FOR APRIL 

Income for April was $500.00 (return to bank of 

BBQ float). Expenses were $60.60 (for SBM 

prin8ng). Balance as at April 30 was $15,363.10.  

STOP PRESS 

AAer consulta8on with management of 

the Bomaderry Bowling Club  

Commi:ee has decided it has no op8on 

but to cancel the Winter Show. The club 

has no plans to open the func8on 

rooms in the near future. We hope that 

the situa8on will change  so that we can 

have our Spring Show. 
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to this site in 2012 at the invita8on of an OEH person 

and some associates to see this rare species and also 

some rare herbs. Numerous plants were found on that 

occasion, possibly due to rainfall in the weeks prior to 

our visit. I visited again in 2015 with a Wollongong 

friend during a dry season and came up empty. How-

ever, using GPS data supplied by the OEH person we 

managed to locate four plants in what I would term a 

loose group rather than a colony, as all were in a 

straight line of 1.5m.  
 

During the walk, it was obvious there had been some 

disturbance to the bush but it was also clear this was a 

natural occurrence as the track to and beyond the falls 

cuts through a very steep landscape with trees fallen 

across the track or down a steep slope just presen8ng 

an occasional obstacle to walk under, over or around. 
 

We did see one python near the four plants but iden8-

fica8on was not possible as it slithered through dense 

leaf li=er, ferns and small shrubs to disappear under a 

fallen log. The only other fauna seen was an echidna 

trying to bury itself in the middle of a gravel sec8on of 

the track. Other orchids seen were large numbers of 

Plectorrhiza tridentata but I know Sarcochilus oliva-

ceus and Sarco. australis are present and the only oth-

er orchid we saw in flower on the day was a rapidly 

fading Gastrodia. 
 

The GPS points we were given proved to be beneficial 

as the original site from 2012 was free of plants de-

spite a wide search of that area. The four plants we 

later found were on a steep downhill sec8on and many 

photos of these were taken.  
 

The tall plant was 18cm, carried seven flowers and de-

spite having seen numerous plants, I s8ll have difficul-

ty determining if the flowers are open or closed. These 

are borne on an upright leafless pale pinkish brown 

stem 2mm wide 12.5cm in length, with similarly col-

oured flowers on a 55mm raceme. Imagine looking for 

an upright ball point refill with several small nodules 

from the 8p down but this was the object of the exer-

cise and the task made more difficult as the plant is 

the same colour as much of the leaf li=er.      
 

The smaller plants were 15cm with four flowers and 

14cm with two flowers. One plant with a broken ra-

ceme also supported six flowers and was approximate-

ly the same height as the tallest plant. 

 

I consider the day to be highly successful, not only be-

cause of the loca8on of four plants of the target spe-

cies or collec8on of a DNA sample but the extremely 

good company of my two companions, who were keen 

to complete the task, while being aware of and inter-

ested in the surrounding habitat and what it contained 

and in which we all shared a common goal.  

 

Alan W. Stephenson F.A.O.C. 

TO THE FALLS AND BEYOND  

 

I had hoped aOer my last visit to this site in December 

2015 that I would not need to or even want to return. The 

track is well formed, easy to follow, not perilous in any 

way but it is, from start to end point 1.5km and the first 

500 metres is very steep, with steps cut into the rocks and 

earth and no sensible person would construct a stairway 

in their home with such steep risers and short steps. How-

ever, when one realises the possibility of loca8ng an or-

chid at the end of that distance, which few people in Aus-

tralia (less than 10) have ever seen in situ, makes the 

effort worthwhile.  

I was there with two 

CSIRO scien8sts to find, 

photograph and hope-

fully obtain some DNA 

samples of a par8cular-

ly rare orchid, once 

thought to be restrict-

ed to New Zealand. I 

accompanied them as I 

knew the site and gen-

eral area and as rain 

has been scarce this month (December) I was not hopeful 

of finding either plants or the large popula8on of leeches 

aroused by persons walking through wet vegeta8on. The 

DNA sampling is legal as it was requested by a CSIRO sci-

en8st, Dr Mark Clements. Of course, there are other or-

chid species along the track on the way down, which is 

mainly sclerophyll forest of the type typically found at 

600m, although this gives way to rainforest by the 8me 

the falls are in view. The first orchid noted was a small 

plant of Cymbidium suave complete with two flowering 

inflorescences. We also recorded another old favourite, 

Dockrillia striolata, however this widespread mass of 

plants on rocks had long since passed its flowering period. 
 

The orchid is Danhatchia australis, named aOer New Zea-

land orchid iden8ty, Dan Hatch and was once considered 

to exist only in New Zealand, however it was discovered in 

the Barrington Tops only a few years ago and later in simi-

lar habitat on the Southern Tablelands. When one consid-

ers the weather pa=erns which occur between Australia 

and New Zealand some thought must be given to where it 

actually originated as this weather pa=ern runs from west 

to east and I fail to understand how seed from an orchid 

could “swim against the 8de and winds” to reach Australia 

from New Zea-

land, so like the 

Pavlova, some 

non-concessional 

Australians feel it 

must have origi-

nated in Austral-

ia. 
 

I originally went 

Alan’s companions 

Danhatchia australis habitat 
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The Society Thanks our Generous 
Sponsors 

  WWe encourage you to support them. 

We  

 

 
WE STOCK AN EXTENSIVE PRODUCT RANGE FOR 

ALL 

YOUR ORCHID NEEDS 

� Campbell’s Orchid Fertilizer � Clear Phalaenopsis 

Pots 

� White and Coloured Labels � Range of Orchid Grow-

ing Media… 

AND MORE! 

Take advantage of your VIP Customer Pricing 

PHONE FOR DELIVERY OR VISIT US AT 21 BELLEVUE ST, 

SOUTH NOWRA 

Ph: 4423 2359 Fax: 4423 7180 

NOWRA ZOO AND  

ADVENTURE WORLD  

ON THE SICK LIST 

 

Sorry to hear Bob Turn-

bull is in hospital.  

Hope all goes well with your 

treatment, Bob, and you are 

back with your orchids and your 

orchid friends soon.   

 

Our best wishes, also, for a speedy recovery to any 

other members who not 100% at the moment. 
 

  

Mother’s Day GiA 

Recently my son Bede and his small family gave me 

for Mother’s Day a miniature Cymbidium orchid. 

Apart from being overwhelmed by receiving it I was 

amazed that it had 7 tall spikes with 7 new growths 

and all surprisingly flowering in a small squat pot 

sized – base 13cms x height 13cms x across top of 

pot 16.5cms, unbelievable!! 
 

Although bought at a florist in Sydney it had been 

grown by Barrita Orchids (the same nursery we 

bought our Sarcochilus flasks from earlier this year) 

who supply orchids for the ‘pot plant trade’. These 

nurseries tend to grow plants that flower young with 

abundant blooms. It is probably years of experi-

men8ng with compost – which looks to be a rock-

wool and perlite mix and fer8lizers, which have giv-

en the great results but I am sure it is much more 

precise than what the hobbyist could do. 
 

Unfortunately it does not have a name, not even a 

number on a tag which could be a guide to its name 

or cross. I will contact Barrita Orchids to see if they 

can possibly put a name to the orchid. Somehow I 

don’t like my chances. In the mean8me, I will just 

enjoy the lovely 

flowers and wait 

8ll Spring to re-

pot it. 

Louise  

 

Louise later ad-

vised that she 

had been suc-

cessful in geLng 

the name. It is 

Cym. Valley Re-

gent x Cym. Min-

ikin ‘Purple’. 
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Members’ plants June 2020    

Teresa Bourke has these two lovely Paphs in flower. Paph. 

Rosie Dawn on leO and Paph. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x Paph. 

spicerianum ‘Goliath’ on right. 

Val Starling’s Bulbophyllum  

Rothschildianum 

NOVICE  

GROWERS 

1 

2 

3 

Bede Smythe’s species orchids are growing happily outside.  

1.Paph. insigne. 2. Laelia anceps. 3. Cymbidium tracyanum. 

 

Francoise Sikora is ’benching’  4. Lc. Prophesy x Blc. Pamela Heth-

erington and 5. Lc. Australian Frangipani. This one was bred by 

Wayne Turville crossing Lc. Interceps 'Flouroflash' to Laelia an-

ceps Pierce . It is quite hardy and can make a good specimen 

plant with mu8ple flowering growths. It can also be naturalised 

on a tree in the garden if you are in a frost-free area. 

4 

5 
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John Clancy. As well as the Ca=leya 

on the first page John is flowering these lovely species: 1. Ca(leya brevi-

pedunculata; 2. Laelia anceps; 3. Coelogyne massangeana. 

 

Don Hogan has: 4. Masdevallia Marguerita ‘Julie’; 5. Zygo. mackayi and 6. 

Bulbophyllum Rothschildianum in flower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynne Phelan has  7. Den. bigibbum, 8. 

Laelia gloediana, 9. Den, Hilda Poxon 

‘Hot Lips’. 

 

MORE OPEN GROWERS’ PLANTS ON PAGE 8. 

OPEN GROWERS 

1 
2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
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Ca�leya (Laelia) colnagoi 

My main orchid interest is with species laelias and species cymbidiums. I am par8cularly interested in the 

rupicolous laelias; the ones that grow in and among rocks and many of which originate in Brazil (hence the 

name change from Laelia to Ca=leya). In the early years I was able to readily source these plants from vari-

ous nurseries and I acquired quite a representa8ve collec8on. AOer a while I stopped seeing new species 

but 6 years ago at St Ives Orchid Fair I no8ced a plant labelled Laelia colnagoi on the Woolf Orchids stand. I 

had never heard of it and I was sure it wasn’t in any of my orchid books so I was a bit wary that it might 

just be a synonym for a species I already owned (I’ve been caught that way a few 8mes). I decided to take 

the chance and bought it. Back at home I researched it and found that it was a recently described species 

(2008 as Hoffmannseggella colnagoi. Thank goodness for the name change!).  

 

One account by a Brazilian orchidist talks about the terrain pre-

ferred by C. colnagoi 

on steep, rocky slopes 

where the only way up 

to get to the orchids 

was to use the bromili-

ads as hand holds. I 

remembered from my 

trip to Peru just what 

these  Andean moun-

tain  slopes looked 

like; very steep and 

covered in broms. I 

didn’t climb any or, if I did, there was a path and a hand rail and 

someone behind me ready to catch me if I toppled backwards! 

 There does not appear to be any taxonomic descrip8on of C. colnagoi and there is some sugges8on that it 

may be  a form of C. milleri.  

From the plant on the leO (photo copied 

from the internet) which has very reddish 

stems it is clearly adapted to very high 

light levels. These plants grow at high al8-

tudes with no shading and fully exposed 

to extreme weather condi8ons. Contrast 

that to my cosse=ed plant on the right 

which is grown in my shadehouse and 

hasn’t had to protect itself from strong, 

direct sunlight. The colour of the flowers 

in my photo isn’t correct: its colour is ac-

tually very similar to the habitat picture. A 

problem with the rookie photographer I 

suspect. 

Lynne Phelan. 

 

 

Apparently it’s good to talk to your plants.  

I tried to teach my orchids mathematics but they ended up with 
square roots. 

Cattleya colnagoi habitat 

Mountain side in Peru near Machu Picchu. 

Plant in native habitat 
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Brian Phelan has several of 

these Ca(leya Wildfire for 

sale. The miniatures  are flow-

ering out of flask for the first 

8me. It is a primary hybrid 

cross between Sophroni0s 

coccinea x Soph. wi1giana. 

$12 each. Ph. 44478280 

brianpphelan1@gmail.com 

 

Brian also has a number of 

these odontoglossums for sale. 

Odm. Taylor Barfield ‘This and 

That’. It is a primary hybrid be-

tween Odm. cirrhosum x Odm. 

praestans. The flowers are spi-

dery white with maroon spots. 

Plants are flowering size. 

$10 each. 

Ph. 44478280 

brianpphelan1@gmail.com 

 

Francoise Sikora has this  lovely miniature Cym. 

Hiroshima Sweet Eyes ‘Pink Tempta8on’ for sale 

at $20. It has new growths—possibly flowers 

spikes? Ph. 0424165863  

or email fsfrancoise@gmail.com 

 

John Clancy has this lovely 

Ca(leya Sierra Doll in flower. 

There are more of John’s 

plants on Page 6. 

 
 

 

Brian Phelan has this 

species in flower. It is 

one of the parents of 

the hybrid he has for 

sale. Very compact 

with a huge flower. 

 

Another of Brian’s spe-

cies, Den. glomeratum. 

Beau8ful colour. High up 

in the glass house. 

 

Brian’s dendrobiums. 

Den.  Victoria Regina, 

also growing up high. 

 

 

I thought my Hilda 

Poxon (page 6) was 

good un8l Ron 

Findlater sent these 

pictures. What a stun-

ning plant! 

 

 

 

Den. Hilda 

Poxon 

‘Oakville’. 

Sophroni0s wi1giana 

MEMBERS’ PLANT SALES MORE OPEN GROWERS JUNE BENCHING 

INTERMEDIATE 

MEMBERS’  

ORCHIDS 

 

 

Sandra Ellis has 

this a=rac8ve 

unnamed cym-

bidium in flower. 


